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XXIII. YerusHatmi Moen Qaran 3:8 


THEY DO NOT SET THE BIER DOWN IN THE STREET, SO AS NOT TO GIVE OCCASION 
FOR A LAMENTATION. AND UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES DO THEY SET DOWN IN 
THE STREET THE BIER OF A WOMAN, ON ACCOUNT OF RESPECT. WOMEN IN THE 
INTERMEDIATE DAYS OF A FESTIVAL WAIL, BUT DO NOT CLAP THEIR HANDS. R. 
ISHMAEL SAYS, ‘THOSE WHO ARE NEAR THE BIER CLAP THEIR HANDS.” 


I:1: For all other dead he should hasten the burial and not make the 
funeral elaborate. In the case of his father and mother, he should make 
an elaborate funeral and not hasten the burial, for whosoever takes 
pains with his father and mother is praise-worthy. In an emergency, 
however, or on Sabbath Eve, or if rain is coming down on the bier, he 
should hasten the burial and not prolong the funeral. 


1:2: “For all other bereavements, one does not undo the hem binding 
of his garment, except for his father and his mother,” the view of R. 
Meir. R. Judah says, “Any tear in mourning in which one does not 
undo the hem binding — lo, this is a tear that is worthless.” 


a. 1:3: Yohanan differs from R. Yudan in two matters. [First, that he 
maintains one has to tear the garment as a sign of mourning for any 
master who has died, not merely for the one from whom one 
learned most; second, that one does the tear above the binding.] R. 
Yohanan heard that R. Hanina was ailing, so he went up to visit 
him. When he was yet on the road, he heard that he had died. He 
sent word and said to send to him his best Sabbath garments, and 
he went and tore them [on account of this news]. [Thus he holds 
that one tears a garment at the demise of someone who is not a 
close relative. ] 


1:4: For all other bereavements one may baste the tear after seven days 
and after thirty days sew it so it no longer appears. But for his father 
and his mother, one never sews up the tear so that it is not visible. It 
was taught in the name of R. Nathan, “A woman bastes the tear right 
away, and sews it up completely after thirty days. But for her father 
and mother she does not sew it up completely ever.” 


1:5: For all other bereavements one tears only the outer garment alone. 
For one’s father and mother, even if there are ten garments one on top 
of the other, they tear them all. An undershirt does not hinder [carrying 
out the tearing, and need not be torn]. A woman tears only the outer 
garment alone. 


